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Size of the Delaware and Brandywine Valley Jewish

Community
The 2022 population estimate

DEFINITIONS
Jewish individuals 25,900 Jewish households: Households with at least one
Jewish households 12,600 - Jewish adult
People in Jewish households 34,000 4= People in Jewish households: Includes non-Jewish
: . people in Jewish households
Adults in Jewish households
Jewish adults in Jewish households 22,400 <4mm Jewish adults: Consider themselves Jewish by

religion or culturally/ethnically, AND have at least
Non-Jewish adults in Jewish households 6,000 one Jewish parent, were raised Jewish, or converted
_ _ _ Includes Jewish and another religion
Children in Jewish households
4= Jewish children: Considered Jewish by their parents

Jewish children in Jewish households 3,500 : ah
Includes Jewish and another religion

Non-Jewish children in Jewish households 2,100

Note: Rounded to the nearest 100.
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Where do Jewish households live in Delaware and the
Brandywine Valley?
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- Jewish households are fairly evenly

distributed across the five key regions of
Delaware and Brandywine Valley

Newark area
Wilmington core

Rest of New Castle and
Kent Counties

Sussex County

Brandywine Valley
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Where do households live
that are struggling

financially?
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Index of Jewish Engagement

Nearly all Jewish adults are engaged in some aspects of Jewish life

38% Minimally Involved 2244040004

A CathI’_eS mu!time dimensions Involved in few elements of Jewish life 2829888828
of Jewish life: ritual, cultural,
individual activities, and 422212221322
organization involvement 4222214132

A Statistically derived categories , ~ 24%Holiday 2212122142212
specifically developed for ”2522?253&2%'.?2?;‘22&%222?3!&2‘3 422224213222
Delaware and Brandywine 242202
Valley

19% Personal 1111111111

i Highest participation in holiday, ritual,
A Based on behavior rather than and individual behaviors 1 L L 1 L L l L L
on self-identification

19%Immfers?d Add LA ELAAL
Involved in most elements of Jewish life 1 1 1 1 L L 1 & 1
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Minimally
Involved

Holiday

Personal

Immersed

Holiday Behaviors
Attended seder, 2021 4]
Lit Hanukkah candles, 2021
Fast on Yom Kippur, 2021
Ritual Behaviors
Shabbat meal/candles in past year, ever
--almost always or always
Services in past year, ever
--monthly or more
Attended High Holiday services, 2021
Follow any kosher rules

Organization Behaviors

Congregation member
Member of Jewish organization
Member of informal Jewish group
Participated in program, ever
--often
Volunteered for Jewish organization in past year

Donated to Jewish organization in past year

Individual Behaviors
Study |ewish texts (sometimes/often)
Eat Jewish foods (often)

Read |ewish publications (sometimes/often)

Engage with Jewish-focused culture (sometimes/
often)
Follow news about Israel (very closely)

6

18 behaviors
used to create
the Index

Legend
0-19%

20-39%

40-59%
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s _____________________________________________________
Income and standard of living

Community is relatively affluent compared to the surrounding population, but many
households are struggling

10% of households below 250% of the Federal Poverty Limit

Income Jewish households (%) Standard of living Jewish households (%)
<$50.000 6 Struggl_ing: Cannot/Just

managing to make ends 15
$50,000-$74,999 16 meet
$75,000-$99,999 12 Have enough money 31
$100,000-$149,999 13 Have some extra money 24
$150,000-$199,999 9 Well off 30
$200,000+ 20

Donot Kk now
not to answer

24
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Economic needs and insecurity

A 2% of households unable to pay

Jewish households In past year Between 1-3 an emergency $400 expense
(%) years ago (%)
A 14% of adults not at all or not too

Any hardship 8 ° confident they will be able to

Healthcare 7 1 keep current savings/investments

Utilities 3 1 A 14% of households limited their
involvement in Jewish life for

Rent 1 4 financial reasons

Food 1 1 A 11% of parents required financial

assistance to enroll children in
Jewish education, camp, or
activities

A 7% of congregation-member
households required financial
assistance to maintain their
membership
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- __________________________________________________________________
Health issues, special needs, and disabllities

A 19% of Jewish households include at least one person who is limited in their work, school, or
activities by some sort of health issue, special need, or disability
A Older Jewish adults have significantly higher rates of health issues, special need, or disability

Of households with a health All Jewish households (%)
Issue (%)

Chronic illness 55 10
Physical disability 38

Mental/emotional health problem 32

Developmental/intellectual 6

disability

Substance abuse/addiction <1 <1
Dement i a, i nclud <1 <1
disease

COVID 19 complications <1 <1
Other 10 2
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Heath needs and supports

A 2% of Jewish households do not have access to A 18% of households are managing or
every daily transportation need providing care for someone else,
aside from routine childcare
A About one quarter of middle -
aged households are

A 5% of households with a member 55 years of age
or older have at least one person who needs
assistance with a daily activity such as household

chores, preparing meals, or taking stairs caregivers

A Of households with health issues,12% did not A While all Jewish adults from
receive all services needed in the past year to households including someone with
manage their household® health issues, special mental or emotional health issues
needs, mental health issues, or disabilities said they had a personal support

network, only 10% have a lot or a fair
number of people in their support
network
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Comparison charts

Appendix B. Comparison Charts

The Comparison Charts provide details on various subgroups in the Delaware and Brandywine
Valley Jewish community. These charts include data for all response options for all survey questions
mcluded in the study. In each section, characteristics are reported for the overall population on the
top row, as well as for subgroups of the population, with each subgroup appearing in its own row.

The comparison charts can be downloaded here:

i

httpa: / /www. brandeis.edu/cmys/ r:mmnunir}r—sm dies/delaware-re Do rt.html

There 1s a separate Excel tile tor each topic area.
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Comparison charts
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