A Statement from the Jewish Federation of Delaware on the
Death of George Floyd
June 1, 2020 – Jewish Federation of Delaware denounces the tragic death of George

Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota on May 25, at the hands of police officers while he was
handcuffed and helpless on the ground, pleading for his life. This death is yet another in
a disturbingly long list of similar incidents and inexcusable injustices that have been
perpetrated against African Americans across the United States. We call on people of
all races, ethnic backgrounds and faiths to speak up now against the systemic racism
that is a long-standing disgrace, for which we all share responsibility.
We protest George Floyd’s tragic death, yet one more in a seemingly endless string of
violence perpetrated against black people in our country today. We must also
remember, protest, and say the names of the other victims of recent senseless killings:
• Dreasjon (Sean) Reed, a 21-year-old from Indianapolis who died after being
shot at least eight times by a police officer (May 6, 2020).
• Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old who was shot eight times by Louisville Metro
Police Department officers who entered her apartment while serving a “no-knock
warrant” (March 13, 2020).
• Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old and who, while jogging, was chased down, shot,
and killed by a retired police officer and his son in Brunswick, Georgia(Feb. 23,
2020).
Civil rights icon, Congressman John Lewis – whose call for peaceful protests
recognizes that justice has been denied for far too long – has implored all people of
good will to: “…Organize. Demonstrate. Sit in. Stand-up. Vote. Be constructive, not
destructive.” This weekend saw violent demonstrations throughout the country,
including in our own community. We join Congressman Lewis in his call and we pray
that, through justice, peaceful solutions are found.
Judaism is clear about our obligation to not stand idly by in the face of injustice. Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel said, “In a free society, only some may be guilty but all are
responsible.” Peaceful and lawful protest shines a light on the injustice whereas violent
protest only causes harm and must be strongly condemned. We must redouble our
efforts to combat racial bias and violence, the structural and systemic racism that
continues to deprive black Americans of justice and equal opportunity, and the apathy
that allows too many to turn a blind eye.
The Federation, through its Jewish Community Relations Committee, will continue its
ongoing initiatives in common cause with the Black community. We will continue to work
closely together to educate, engage and advocate against hate, and specifically against
the racism we continue to witness in the United States.
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As Jews we know personally and painfully the dangers of unchecked hatred, particularly
when it becomes institutionalized within the structures of society. Our tradition teaches
us that all humans are created in the image of G-d and compels us not to stand idly by.
George Floyd should not have died. He, his family, African Americans everywhere and
all who have suffered as a result of discrimination and bigotry are entitled to justice and
freedom from hate. As victims of racism, they deserve no less.
Our nation’s children and grandchildren are watching. Each of us has a responsibility to
cry out against injustice and to join together in finding a constructive and peaceful path
forward.
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